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gentry or among the actors and tradespeople of London.
' When it was lamented that the Earl of Oromarty, a Scottish
lord who had joined Charles Edward, should be stripped of
his title and banished for life to a place near Exeter, Field-
ing in his love for the Went remarked on the mildness of
the punishment: "If Ovid had been obliged to have ex-
changed Scotland for Devonshire, he had never written his
Tristia." When the roof of Westminster Hall became
ruinous and had to bo repaired with new spars, he ob-
served: "Some will have it that the floor of Westminster-
Hall hath been long more ruinous than the roof." News,
afterwards found to be incorrect, reached him that Ms kins-
man Henry Gould (subsequently Sir Henry) had died
while on the Western Circuit; and Fielding wrote:

"This young gentleman (who was of the Middle-Temple)
had great Farts, and had with great Diligence applied them
to the study of his Profession; in which he was arrived at
a very extensive Knowledge, and had very early in Life
acquired much Reputation,"

On the death of the poet Thomson, he said:

"This Morning at Four o'Clock died of a violent Fever,
at his House In Row-Lane, the celebrated Mr James Thomp-
son, Author of the Seasons, &c. an honest Man, who has not
left one Enemy behind him. His Abilities as a Writer, his
Works sufficiently witness to all the World; but the G-ood-
ness of his Heart, which overflowed with Benevolence,
Humanity, universal Charity, and every amiable Virtue,
was best known to those who had the Happiness of his
Acquaintance; by every one of whom he was most tenderly
beloved, and now most sincerely and most deservedly
lamented."

All this good feeling, finely expressed, had also pervaded
"The True Patriotn; it was the unmistakable mark of
Fielding's hand*
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